
GRADE Table 3: Hib vaccination schedules: three primary doses plus one booster dose versus 
two primary doses plus one booster dose 
 
 
 

PICO Question: Does using three primary doses of Hib plus one booster dose have a greater effect on the proportion of 
recipients with responses above a set immunological threshold than using two primary doses plus one booster dose? 

    Rating Adjustment to rating 
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No of studies/starting rating 2 RCTs 4 

Factors 
decreasi
ng  
confidenc
e 

Limitation in study 
design serious1 -1 

Inconsistency Not serious 0 

Indirectness none 0 

Imprecision None serious 0 

Publication bias None detected 0 

Factors 
increasin
g 
confidenc
e 

Strength of 
association/ large 
effect 

- 0 

Dose-response - 0 

Antagonistic 
/mitigated bias and 
confounding 

- 0 

Final numerical rating of quality of evidence 3 
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nd
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 Statement on quality of evidence 

We are moderately confident in the estimate of 
effect on health outcome. The true effect is likely 
to be close to the estimate of the effect. 

Conclusion 

Both schedules induced immunological 
responses above a set threshold in high 
proportions of the recipients. There was little 
difference between the two groups 
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1 Randomization unclear or not reported, participants not blinded 


