
NITAG Resource Center
Downloaded on 30 September 2026

This PDF reflects the content available on the download date. Consult the web version for any updates.

Hepatitis B birth dose vaccines
indicator

Safety of the intervention

Type, including severity, consequences and frequency of short- and
long-term adverse events following vaccination

The Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety (GACVS) has confirmed the safety profile of
hepatitis B vaccine.1

In general, there are minimal adverse reactions, such as local pain, myalgia and transient fever,
mostly within 24 hours. Mild reactions tend to be less common in children than in adults (<10%
vs 30%). The estimated incidence of the severe adverse event of anaphylaxis among vaccine
recipients is 1.1 per million vaccine doses (95% CI: 0.1–3.9).2

Data do not indicate a causal association between hepatitis B vaccine and neurological disease
(including Guillain-Barré syndrome and multiple sclerosis), diabetes mellitus, demyelinating
disorders, chronic fatigue syndrome, arthritis, autoimmune disorders, asthma, hair loss, or
sudden infant death syndrome.1, 3, 4, 5
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