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PCV vaccines indicator

Safety of the intervention

Type, including severity, consequences and frequency of short- and
long-term adverse events following vaccination

Safety profiles of PCV10 and PCV13 have been reviewed by the WHO GACVS. The GSK and Pfizer
products have accrued extensive post-marketing safety surveillance data and are assessed as
having excellent safety profiles  1, 2, 3, 4, 5    . In the clinical trials of the newer PCVs, PCV10-SII
had a similar safety profile compared to PCV10-GSK and PCV13-PFZ 6, 7 ), and the extended-
valency PCVs (i.e., PCV14-BE, PCV15 and PCV20) have a similar safety profile to PCV13-PFZ. 8  9  
10, 11 
Children with impaired immune responsiveness may exhibit reduced antibody response to
PCV10-GSK, PCV13-PFZ and PCV15, which were the only PCVs evaluated in this population. 
Safety studies suggest that PCV15 and PCV13 have comparable safety profiles in high-risk
groups, including among children with HIV infection and sickle cell disease, and among healthy
children.  12, 13 
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