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About the SIVAC Initiative

• The SIVAC Initiative assists in the establishment or strengthening of 

functional, sustainable National Immunization Technical Advisory 

Groups (NITAGs) in GAVI-eligible and middle-income countries. 

• The aim is to enhance the use of evidence-based decision making in 

the development of immunization programs and policies. 

• SIVAC provides support in the form of technical assistance, briefings, 

tools development, and information sharing.

• SIVAC is a program of the Agence de Médecine Préventive (AMP), a 

non-profit organization that links and mobilizes resources to address the 

needs of developing countries in the area of infectious diseases.



About the SIVAC Initiative

• SIVAC Initiative's major activities are:

• To establish partnerships within the immunization community

• To assist in the creation of new NITAGs

• To strengthen existing NITAGs

• To support the establishment of Inter-country ITAGs in West Africa

• Knowledge sharing (including the NITAG Resource Center)



NITAG Resource Center - In Brief

• Knowledge sharing is one of the SIVAC Initiative's major activities. For 

that purpose, the SIVAC Initiative launched the NITAG Resource Center 

(NRC) website in July 2010: www.nitag-resource.org

• The NRC is an electronic platform targeting NITAG members and NITAG 

executive secretariats, as well as the global immunization community. 

• The NRC contains a collection of material and services that supports 

NITAGs in the establishment of evidence-based recommendations for 

immunization policies and programs at national level.

• The NRC is currently available in 4 languages: English, French, Russian 

and Spanish. 

http://www.nitag-resource.org/
http://www.nitag-resource.org/
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NITAG Resource Center – Partnerships

• The NRC is a collaborative tool

• Its partners include countries (Kenya, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, 

Romania, etc.), as well as the following organizations:

• PAHO and PROVAC

• PATH Malaria Vaccine Initiative

• Sabin Vaccine Institute

• SIVAC Initiative

• UNICEF

• West African Health Organization 

(WAHO)

• WHO

• Agence de Médecine       

Préventive (AMP) and 

RIE-Advim

• International Vaccine 

Institute (IVI)

• US-CDC

• Dalhousie University

• Canadian Public Health 

Association

• LSHTM



NITAG Resource Center - Services

The NRC provides four dedicated services:

• An Observatory: to provide information on NITAG activities and 

recommendations

• A Digital Library: to share all existing documentary resources and 

tools relevant to NITAGs

• A Center of Expertise: to provide briefing opportunities relevant to 

NITAGs

• An e-Community: to develop a network of NITAGs collaborating 

together



NITAG Resource Center - Observatory



NITAG Resource Center - Digital Library



NITAG Resource Center - Center of Expertise



NITAG Resource Center - Center of Expertise

Rapid briefings are e-learning courses developed by AMP for 

SIVAC as a response to a need from NITAG members to 

understand what a NITAG is and how it works, as well as to 

learn the basics of health economic evaluation applied to 

immunization

The Center of Expertise includes two briefings:

- the NITAG Newcomers briefing: available in English and in 

French

- the Introduction to Health Economic Evaluations for 

NITAG members briefing: available in English

http://www.nitag-resource.org/en/training/rapid-briefing.php


NITAG newcomers briefing

The NITAG newcomers briefing aims to explain to new NITAG 

members :

•What a NITAG is

•The roles and responsibilities of its members

•The main issues that a NITAG member can face

•How a NITAG functions 

•How the recommendations are established and disseminated to 

National Authorities

The target audience of the briefing is primarily NITAG members  

and members of the NITAG Executive Secretariat



NITAG newcomers briefing

The briefing is a fictional story that tells how the country of Lomapa 

has implemented, organized its NITAG and set up its first meeting. 

It is presented as a dialogue taking place between several 

characters. 



NITAG newcomers briefing

Dialogues are interrupted by questions that force the participants to 

think about key concepts.



NITAG newcomers briefing

The briefing consists in four modules:

• Module 1: Introduction to NITAGs

• Module 2: Establishment of a NITAG

• Module 3: Preparation of a NITAG meeting (working groups)

• Module 4: Conducting a NITAG meeting (conflict of interest)



Introduction to Health Economic Evaluations 

for NITAG members

The "Introduction to Health Economic Evaluations for 

NITAG members" briefing provides NITAG members with a 

basic background on health economic evaluation applied to 

immunization.



Introduction to Health Economic Evaluations 

for NITAG members

Amongst other issues such as local disease epidemiology, it is 

essential for NITAG members to understand the economic and 

financial implications of immunization programs in order to 

support evidence-based decision making.

The "Introduction to Health Economic Evaluations for NITAG 

members" briefing has been developed in concise and simple 

terms to facilitate the understanding and assimilation of economic 

evaluations key concepts by NITAG members. Such simplification 

has its limitations. NITAG members can refer to the references for 

more information. In addition, at a later stage SIVAC will develop 

improvement modules on economic evaluation based on the 

needs identified by NITAG members.



Introduction to Health Economic Evaluations 

for NITAG members

The briefing is composed of four modules:

•Module 1: Usefulness of Economic Evaluations for Public Health 

•Module 2: The different types of Economic Evaluations 

•Module 3: Main methodological issues of an Economic 

Evaluation 

•Module 4: Interpretation of cost-effectiveness ratios



NITAG Resource Center - e-Community

To be launched shortly



NITAG Resource Center - Member Sign up

Access to NRC services is free of charge.  Nevertheless, it is

recommended to sign up as a member in order to acquire full access to 

functionalities such as:
• Contribute news to the NITAG Dashboard

• Participate in e-Community forums, etc.



Websites and Contacts

NITAG Resource Center

http://www.nitag-resource.org/

SIVAC Initiative

http://www.sivacinitiative.org/

Contact us:

Kamel Senouci, Director SIVAC Initiative

 ksenouci@aamp.org

Julia Blau, Program Officer - NITAG Resource Center coordinator

 jblau@aamp.org

Lan Ngo, Reference Librarian

 lngo@aamp.org
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